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“LOVE YOUR FELLOW MAN. AS YOURSELF, I AM G-D.” (Vayikra
-19:18) ' ' :
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Mount of Olives, next to the open grave of Rabbi Epstein, he de-
livered a eulogy and concluded by saying, “We have just finished
fulfilling the mitzvah of performing chesed with the dead. We have
a student of the yeshiva who will be getling married tonight. We
must continue to perform chesed — the chesed of making a bride-
groom rejoice. Far be it from us to lessen his happiness in any way.”
(Nesivos Hamussar, p. 21)

6) You fulfill this commandment when you are hospitable to
guests. (Rambam, ibid.)

7) You fulfill this commandment when you attend someone’s
funeral and help in any aspect of the burial, (Rambam, ibid.)

8) You fulfill this commandment when you correct someone
who does something that others will consider odd, for this will prevent
others from looking down at him. (Shmiras Haloshon 2:5 and
Ahavas Chesed, sec. 3, ch, 7)

All the more so this commandment obligates you to correct some-
one if you see him transgressing. If someorie is drowning and you
fail to try to save him, it would be a gross understatement to say
that you do not love him. Your obligation to save someone from
drowning spiritually is even greater (Yaaros Dvash, Drasha 10). As
the Midrash (Braishis Rabbah 54:3) states: “All love that does not
include mutual correction is not true love.”

9) You fulfill this commandment when you lend money or any
other article to someone. (M achaneh Yisroel, part 2, ch, 2)

10) You fulfill this commandment when you pray for someone’s
well-being. (Eved Hamelech, Braishis. p. 74b)

11) A craftsman fulfills this commandment if he has in mind
that he is making his product for the benefit of the person who will
use it, and not merely as a source of income. (Imrai Daas, pp. 49-50)

12)  You fulfill this commandment when you forgive others for
wronging you. (Maiam Loaiz, Braishis, vol. 1, p. 404)

13)  You fulfill this commandment when you teach others Torah.
(Sefer Habris, part 2, essay 183, ch, 19)
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14) A doctor fulfills this commandment when he heals someone,
(Eved Hamelech, Vayikra 97b)

15) You fulfill this commandment when you greet others with
a friendly countenance. (Haksay Vehakabalah, on this verse)

16) You fplfill this commandment when you give someone
change for a larger coin. (Machaneh Yisroel 2:2)

Once when Rabbi Eliyahu Dov Lazerovitz was walking with one
of his students, a poor person approached him and asked for alms.
Rabbi Lazerovitz took out a large coin and asked for change. The
pauper replied that he hadn’t any. Upon hearing this, Rabbi Lazero-
vitz asked his student to give him change for his large coin and handed
the entire amount in small coins to the poor man. The student didn’t
understand why his teacher needed change if he was going to give
the gntire amount anyway.

“It’s very likely that this person will meet someone else who will
have only large coins. If the pauper won’t have change, he might
not receive charity from him. When he told me that he didnw’t have
any small coins, I decided to give him some, so that he'd be able to
give change,” was Rabbi Lazerovilz’s reply. (Tnuas Hamussar, vol.
5,p. 318)

17) You fulfill this commandment when you run to tell someone
good news. (Shnai Luchos Habris, vol. 1, Shaar Haosiyos, p. 100)

The Chazon Ish once complained to Rabbi Moshe Sheinfeld, “Un-
fortunately, people usually only bring me their problems. Very few
come to tell me their good news; that they have a mazel tov to an-
nounce, or that they or their relatives have recovered from illness.”
(P’air Hador, vol. 4, p. 23. Rabbi Eliyahu Lopian expressed the

* same sentiments; see Lev Eliyahu, vol. 2, p. 25)

18) This commandment obligates you to supply others with
kosher food if they are unable to obtain it themselves. (Chofetr
Chayim in Dovor B’ito, ch. 17) )

19) This commandment obligates you to protect others from
injury. (Chovas Halvowvos 8:22)
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20) This commandment obligates you to share the feelings of
sorrow and suffering of others. (Haksav Vehakabalah, ibid, and Pele

Yoatz, section ahavah)

Rabbi Moshe Leib of Sassov, told his followers: “I learned what
true love is from a conversation I overheard between two drunk
peasants, One asked the other, ‘Tell me, friend, do you love me or
not?’

“The other replied, ‘I love you very much.

“Then tell me what I am lacking,’ retorted the first.

“How can I know what you are lacking?’ asked the second.

“<If you can’t feel what I am lacking, how can you say that you
love me?’ remonsirated the first. :

“That,” said the Sassover, “is true love; to realize what others are
lacking and to feel their suffering” (Eser Tzichtzachus, p. 52)

21) This commandment obligates you to feel happiness for the
good fortune of others. (Pele Yoatz, section ahavah)

One summer evening, when Rabbi Avraham Grodzinsky was still
a young man, his family noticed that he was especially happy. Asked
for the reason, he replied, “Tonight in Slobodka a student from the
yeshiva is getting married. Even though our summer resort is too far
away from Slobodka for me to atiend the wedding, I'm still able to
feel joy for the happiness of my friend.” (Toras Avraham, p. 13)

A man from out-of-town came to Rabbi Yoel Teitlebaum, the
Satmar Rav, and asked him for financial assistance. The man claimed
that he was ill, his wife was ill, and his children were ill. The Satmar
Rav gave him a very large sum of money and wished him and his
family a speedy recovery.

When the man left, someone informed the Satmar Rav that the
man had not told the truth} that he and his family were not really ill.

“Boruch Hashem (Thank G-d),” said the Satmar Rav, not the
least bit dismayed. “I'm very happy to hear that they are well”
(Heard from Rabbi Avraham Pincus)
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Rabbi Chayim Shmuelevitz, Rosh Yeshiva of Mir, said that when
he sees a young child wear his first pair of shoes, he is.moved to tears
because he pictures the intense joy of that child’s mother. (Heard
from Rabbi Shmuelevitz)

22) This commandment obligates you to warn others about pos-
sible loss or damage. (Yesod Veshoresh Hoavodah 1:8)

23) This commandment obligates you to pick up someone’s gar-
ment if you see it laying on the floor. (ibid.)

24) This commandment obligates you to give others helpful
advice whenever possible, (Michievai Chofetz Chayim, no. 20)

95) This commandment obligates you to cheer someone up when
you see that he is sad or lonely. (4havas Chesed 3:5)

26) 'This commandment obligates you to write letters to your
relatives in other cities so that they should not worry about you.
(Pele Yoatz, section besurah)

27) This commandment obligates you to return books to their
proper place in a library, synagogue, or yeshiva so that others will
be able to find them without delay.

28) This commandment forbids you to rejoice at the misfortunes
of others. (Pele Yoalz, section ahavah)

29) This commandment forbids you to unnecessarily make noise
that would disturb the sleep of others. (Lev Eliyahu, vol. 1, pp.
183-184)

30) This commandment forbids you to curse others. (Urim Ve-
tumim 27:4)

31) This commandment forbids you to cause someone pain o
unpleasantness through your actions or words (Shulchan Aruch
L’midos 16:1). Some examples are: spitting.in someone’s presence
(Chagigah 5a); banging a hammer within the hearing range of
someone with a headache (Choshen AMishpot 154:15); smoking
when it annoys someone (§’garyos Vehamichsholim Hanoldim Mai-
hem, p. 40); scraping a chair along the floor causing it to make a
screeching noise; cracking knuckles; slamming doors; talking in an
excessively loud voice.
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The Talmud states that Rava placed his hand over his eyes when
reciting Shma Yisroel, and the Shulchan Aruch cites this practice
as the proper thing to do. This is usually understood as a means to
aid concentration while accepting the sovereignty of the Almighty.
When the eyes are closed, distractions are eliminated. But Rabbi
Noson Tzvi Finkel used to give an entirely different reason, When
a person is concentrating deeply, he is apt to grimace, and someone
who is standing nearby might find this offensive. To spare others
this unpleasantness, Rava covered his face. (Mussarnikes: Typn
Un Geshialtn)

32) If you see someone suffering, this commandment obligates
you to save him from further suffering. Moreaver, even before a
person suffers, if you are able to save him from future suffering, you
aré obligated to do so. (SMA, Choshen Mishpot 272:13; Shulchan
Aruch L'midos 16:1) :

A person who is sensitive to the feelings of others will relinquish
his seat to a latecomer to a meeting at which all the seats are already
taken. Someone who arrives. late might feel uncomfortable to look
for a chair himself, while a person who came earlier feels more at
home. (Rabbi Yosef Leib Bloch in Shiurai Daas, vol. 2, p. 22)

There was a Jerusalemite named Rav Dovid Shosaik (Hebrew for
silent) who guarded his speech to such an extent that he became
accustomed never to speak at all. He once needed to ask Rabbi
Yehoshua Leib Diskin for advice about a certain matier. Out of
respect for Rabbi Diskin, he planned to speak. To his pleasant sur-
prise, however, before he had a chance to say anything, Rabbi Diskin
told. him to write down his request on paper. In this way, Rav Yeho-
shua Leib saved Rav Shosaik from doing something that would have
been unpleasant for him. (Amud Aish, p. 152)

When the Chofetz Chayim was a young boy, a group of mis-
chievous children in his neighborhood would fill up the water-carrier’s
pails with water and leave them outside overnight to freeze. When
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the unfortunate man awoke in the morning, he had the difficult task
of removing the frozen ice from the pails. When young Yisroel Meir
discovered the prank, he would go late al night to the well to empty
the pails, thus saving the water-carrier much distress. (Rabbi Shmuel
Pliskin in Der Chofetz Chayim, p. 15)

Someone once wrote an article in a Torah journal criticizing some
Torah thoughts of Rabbi Isser Zalman Meltzer. A concerned friend
of Rabbi Meltzer’s came to him with a rebuital of the arguments
that were in the article. Rav Isser Zalman, however, would not give
his defender permission to publicize the reply.

“The person who attacked me in the Torah journal suffers from
family problems,” said Rabbi Melizer. “It will give him a bit of
happiness to think that he has disproven what I have said. If I have
an opportunity to lessen someone’s suffering, I don’t want to miss it.”
(Yechidai Sgulah, p. 269)

33) A person who fulfills this commandment will not be jealous
of the good fortunes of others. (Ramban, Commentary)

The idea has been expressed that the meaning of “as yourself” in
this verse refers to the type of fellow man. It is not difficult to befriend
and love a person who far exceeds you in wealth or prestige. In the
same way, if a person is of a far lower status, you would show warmth
to him out of pity. However, the Torah requires you to befriend a
fellow man who is “as yourself,” of the same social and financial
status. You must overcome any feelings of competition or jealousy
and show sincere friendship even in this case. (Likutai Dovid, p. 27;
see Likutai Basar Likutai, on this verse)

Rabbi Yonoson Eybescheutz posed the following problem: “When
someone comes to 2 Rabbi with a question concerning whether or
not an animal is kosher, he will accept a reply that it is not kosher in
good spirits, even though it may result in a considerable loss. But if
the same person comes to a Rabbi for a halachic decision in a dispute,
he will be very angry with the Rabbi for deciding against him, even
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when his financial loss is very small. What is the reason for this
difference?”’ )

This was Rabbi Eybeschentz’s reply: “When someone is told that
his meat is not kosher, although he suffers a loss, he s willing to accept
it graciously, because no, one else gains. But in a financial dispute,
his loss is the other person’s gain, and as a result he is consumed with
jealousy.” (Tzintzenes Hamon, p. 127)

34) A person who fulfills this commandment will not speak
loshon hora about others, for no one wants others to speak loshon
hora about him. (Shmiras Haloshon 2:5)

35) A person who fulfills this commandment will always judge
others favorably, for if he himself would do something improper, .he
would want others to judge him favorably and find merit in his
actions, (ibid.)

36) A person who fulfills this commandment will not keep people
waiting because of him. (Rabbi Chayim Shmuelevitz)

As soon as he determined the proper halachic response to a question
sent to him, Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon Specter would immediately
reply in a letter. He was particularly careful to answer without delay
questions from other Rabbis concerning the permissibility of someone
to remarry, He used to say: “To delay a reply would cause suffering
to both the Rabbi who wrote the letter of inquiry, as well as to_the
subject of the question who is waiting to hear the Rabbi’s decision.”
(Hadorom, vol. 34, p. 134)

When Rabbi Yosef Y. Hurwitz was a young man, he once visited
Rabbi Yisroel Salanter. Rabbi Salanter invited him 1o stay in fown
Jor a few days so that they could discuss various matters. Rabbi
Hurwitz replied that he had alrecdy hired a wagon driver for his
_journey home. Immediately, Rabbi Salanter told him that he should
quickly return to the inn where he was staying. ;

“The wagon driver might be looking for you,” Rav Yisroel said.
“It will distress him not to be able to find you. Our present conversas
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tion might be very important, but it should not be at the expense of
the wagon driver” (Tnuas Hamussar, vol. 4, p. 182)

Upon leaving the home of the Chazon Ish, a close friend saw a

" person waiting to consult the Chazon Ish on an important matter.

The friend returned to the Chazon Ish in order to inform him that
someone was waiting, but noticing that the great scholar had a cup
of water in his hands and was ready to wash for supper, he suggested
that he tell the man to wait until after supper. The Chazon Ish,
however, did not want to keep the man waiting. He therefore delayed
eating supper until he gave the man the advice and comfort he was
seeking. (Rabosainu, p. 107)

37) A person who fulfills this commandment will try to save
others from needless exertion.

Rabbi Noson Tzvi Finkel once saw a student pick up a piece of
paper from the floor of the Bais Hamedrash (study hall) and then
throw it back down again. He called the student over and asked for
an explanation of his behavior.

T'he student replied that at first he had thought that the paper was
a page from a sacred book, and therefore he picked it up. When he
saw that it was just an ordinary piece of paper, however, he threw it
back down.

“You should be more considerate of others,” Rabbi Finkel censured
him. “Most probably someone else will also think it’s a page from a
sacred book and will trouble himself to pick it up. By placing the
paper in a trash can, yau would be doing a service to others.” (Tnuas
Hamussar, vol. 3, pp. 284-5)

A student of Rabbi Dovid Kronglas used to drive him from his-
home to the yeshiva every morning, Whenever there was a heavy
snowfall, Rav Dovid would leave his house earlier to meet the car
on the main road to spare the driver the difficulty of driving through
unplowed snow. (Rabbi Gershon Weiss in Jewish Observer, March,
1975)
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38) A person who fulfills this commandment will do all he can
to give others pleasure. As the Vilna Gaon wrote: “A great part of
the Torah is concerned with a person’s bringing happiness to others.”

(Igeres HaGra)

Rabbi Shalom Eisen,a renowned halachic authority in'Jerusalem,
once asked the late Rabbi Yechezkail Perchovitz, Dean of Tiferes
Tawi, to collect monay for a needy person. Rabbi Perchovitz came to
him Friday afternoon with the money for the needy person. Shabbos
was approaching, and Rabbi Eisen had already donned his Shabbos
garments.

“Is almost Shabbos now. You could have waited until after
Shabbos since I won’t be able to deliver the money until after Shab-
bos anyway,” Rabbi Eisen said. ’

“Y know that,” said Rabbi Perchovitz, “but I wanted to give you
the pleasure of knowing that the money has already been collected.”
(Mareh Yechezkail, p. 132) .

39) A person should be \./ery careful not to grow angry at others,
for when a person is angry at others he not only feels no love for
them, but may even hate them and wish them harm. (Erech Apayim,
p.23) . ,

40) Our parents are included in our obligation to love others
as ourselves (Chayai Odom 67:1). The same applies to one’s spouse
(see Kidushin 41a), children (Sefer Habris, part 2, essay 13, ch, 16),
and brothers and sisters (ibid., ch. ‘17). Although this might seem
self-evident, it is still necessary to mention since some people are
careful to do chesed for strangers, but forget that they have a similar,
and even greater, obligation toward their relatives,

41) Many people are willing to spend much money and effort
to fulfill other mitzvos, but when it comes to helping others, the
smallest amount of effort or éxpense will deter them. Therefore, when-
ever a person has a question about his obligation to help others, he,
should not rely on his own judgment. Rather, he should consult a
halachic authority, (Pele Yoaiz, section ahavah)




